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Abstract Constructing micro datasets with the court documents, we evaluate the effects
of the off-site trial reform of administrative cases in Jiangmen, Guangdong Province, for the
first time. We find that the reform has increased the probability of winning for plaintiffs in

administrative cases of first instance, and the impact is stronger for cases with village or
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township level government units as defendants, which implies that the reform in Jiangmen
has been effective in preventing administrative intervention in the judicial system and mitiga—
ting judicial local protectionism. However, the reform has decreased trial efficiency of admin-
istrative cases at the same time.
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